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Christians trying to model their lives after Jesus may find that He gets buried under lists, rules,
and formulas. Now bestselling author Randy Alcorn offers a simple two-point checklist for
Christlikeness based on John 1:14. The test consists of balancing grace and truth, equally and
unapologetically. Grace without truth deceives people, and ceases to be grace. Truth without
grace crushes people, and ceases to be truth. Alcorn shows the reader how to show the world
Jesus -- offering grace instead of the world's apathy and tolerance, offering truth instead of the
world's relativism and deception.Grace or Truth…or Both? Truth without grace breeds self-
righteousness and crushing legalism.Grace without truth breeds deception and moral
compromise.Is it possible to embrace both in balance?Jesus did. Randy Alcorn offers a simple
yet profound two-point checklist of Christlikeness. “In the end,” says Alcorn, “we don’t need
grace or truth. We need grace and truth. And for people to see Jesus in us, they must see both.”

From Publishers WeeklyHate the sin but love the sinner is the gist of the paradox explored in this
slender point-of-purchase book by minister Alcorn. The author of Deadline draws on his
experiences of getting "proabortion" activists, unbelieving academics and his "resistant" father
to see the light to argue that Christians must display grace-a spirit of humility, love and inclusion-
while also insisting on the truth of Christian doctrine. Truth without grace, he asserts, yields a
self-righteous Pharisaism, while grace without truth leads to "moral indifference" and a dilution of
Christ's message. Alcorn writes in a contemporary idiom, likening grace and truth to a binary star
system or the twin strands of the DNA double helix. But his is a traditional evangelical outlook
that combines Biblical literalism, hell-fire and a deep acknowledgment of personal sin. Alcorn
registers his fundamentalist views on such topics as relativism on campus, the fallacy of
Darwinism and Oprah Winfrey's "have-it-your-way designer religion." But he also chides
Christians for their holier-than-thou attitudes ("Jesus," he warrants, "would preach five sermons
against self-righteous churches for every one against taverns") and compares himself with evil-
doers ("I am Dahmer. I am Mao") in attesting to the fallen state of all humanity and their
dependence on God's unmerited grace for salvation. Firm but forbearing, Alcorn's tract is a dose
of old-time religion in a smooth modern formulation.Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information,
Inc.About the AuthorRandy Alcorn is the founder and director of Eternal Perspectives Ministries
and a New York Times bestselling author of 50-some books, including Heaven and Face to Face
with Jesus. His books have sold over 11 million copies and been translated into more than 70
languages. Randy lives in Oregon with his wife, Nanci. They have two grown daughters and five
grandchildren.
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Patrick, “Concise book with helpful insights. This is the second book I've read from Mr. Alcorn,
the first being The Treasure Principle, and he has quickly become one of my favorite authors.
His writing is very concise and piercing. The compactness of his writing fits perfectly to the
LifeChange Books produced by the Multonomah publishing house, spanning less than 100
pages. That amount also happens to be the average mental capacity of my brain.As the title
suggests, Mr. Alcorn explains the tension and apparent contradiction between Grace and Truth.
More importantly, he suggests that many Christians live their lives marked either by Truth-only
(grace-less, legalistic) or by Grace-only (lack of essential truth, fearful of truth) qualities. Instead
the Christian life is marked by both Grace and Truth, not one or the other. He explains how
Christ in His incarnation was revealed to be the One who was full of Grace and Truth. He
illustrates this using John 2 with the first miracle of Jesus when He turns water into wine. Alcorn
asks why was Christ's first miracle turning water into wine? He claims that it was simply to show
grace by preventing the host of the wedding from being embarassed for running out of wine -
allowing the people to enjoy themselves at the party. But immediately following, Jesus offers
truth when he whips those who have turned His Father's house into a house of merchandise.
This illustration displays the balance that Jesus had when he walked this earth. He epitomized
Grace and Truth in all that He did.I appreciate his pithy introductions especially when defining
What is Truth in chapter 4. He explains that Truth is like the guardrails in life that protect us and
that it hedges us in for our own good. However in order for Truth to be able to protect us, it must
produce moral decisions. Truth provides moral bearings and expects moral decisions. Truth,
therefore, is not simply a set of neutral facts, but facts that demand change. Alcorn says, "Truth is
more than mere facts. It's not just something we act upon. It acts upon us. It sanctifies (sets us
apart) from the falsehoods woven into our sin nature and championed by the world." This is
exactly what Jesus defined the power of truth to be that which sanctifies or purifies His
followers. Sanctify them by Thy truth, Thy Word is truth (John 17:17)Jesus describes Truth as
that which changes us but also exists outside of us. If we were to find truth, we would not start
with ourselves, but must go outside of ourselves. According to Jesus that place to begin is
God's Word. God's Word is truth - not the ideas, the culture, or the philosophy of man. If truth
was found within ourselves, then a Savior would not be required. If truth will set us free, than we
can look to ourselves to set ourselves free. One does not have to look very far to see how man
is so incapable of freeing himself from sin.Another point he makes about Truth is not only is it
ouside of us, but truth is confused with what we want it to mean versus what it actually means.
So not only is truth outside of us, it is objective and cannot be held under our subjection, rather
we are held in subjection to it.What about Grace? Alcorn emphasizes what many people miss
about Grace. He shares his experience with far too many people saying how they've, "failed
God so many times that [they] no longer felt worthy of God's grace." If one was worthy to receive
grace, it would not have been grace! It would have been a payment. I appreciate his



explanations on Grace because Grace can only be understood in the context of the Law or of
Truth. If we are to talk about Grace we cannot begin with Grace, but must begin with God's Law
or Truth. The truth of God's holiness and His righteousness must be explained before we can
understand the value and shock-factor of Grace. Alcorn illustrates this perfectly by using John
Newton's testimony of how the once slave-trading ship captain experiences the saving grace of
God and pens the most beloved hymn, "Amazing Grace." Newton is quoted to have said on his
death bed, "My memory is nearly gone, but I remember two things: that I am a great sinner, and
that Christ is a great Savior." Amen and Amen. The picture of how Newton understood the truth
of his sin and the grace of Christ the Savior.This book is one that I'm sure I will read again and
again to be reminded of how to balance my life with Grace and Truth.”

Steve Buckley, “Interesting book, not what I expected. I was looking for something else entirely
to help me better understand Grace and Truth.It was simpler than I expected. Different from what
I was thinking it would be.When I think of Grace I'm used to the "God's Riches at Christ's
Expense" and "God's unmerited favor", and more recently, "God's ill-merited favor" statements.
I've read the description of Grace in Titus 2:11-14.So, Grace seems far simpler than a
theological construct.”

Concerned-US-Citizen, “A great guide. I read this back in the day and had given it to a friend that
needed to read it. Couldn't find another copy for awhile so snatched it up as soon as I found it.
A great book to help keep you centered.”

cawe, “Good. Good little book. Easy read, good for group discussion.”

Linda K. Rodante, “Great book for balancing God's justice and grace.. People ask about this
frequently--how can we believe in God's grace through Jesus Christ and his judgment too? This
is a great little book to help with those answers.”

Amy, “Wonderful!. In this book Mr. Alcorn does an amazing job of explaining grace and truth and
why we need them both in every interaction in our life.”

Donna Petersen, “One of the best books I've read. I read this book well over a decade ago and
liked it so much I bought copies for everyone in our little prayer group. Just recently, I decided to
read it again and found it just as compelling and pertinent today, maybe even more so.”

Mirley R. Graf, “Super short and concise. This book is a perfect little book to help you
understand the fine line between grace and truth. The author is honest and kind at the same
time to demonstrate how we should speak the truth without being rude.”

undefined, “The grace and truth paradox. An excellent book which tackles head on the difficulty



we have of erring to one or the other. Recommend it to everyone both Christian and non beliver
to read, as even secularists haven't got an answer to grace or truth..”

Ebook Library Reader, “Just what I expected and a good price too. Thanks very much. Just what
I expected and a good price too, David.”

Jeff, “A good book. A good book that describes the balance in Christianity that is often missing in
today's culture. While published in 2003 it has current relevance - probably more so than when it
was first published.”

Marilyn MacMullen, “A must-read. Beautifully written; compelled to turn page after page to revel
in the truths conveyed with such freshness and so well illustrated.”

Ronald G. Plett, “A totally fantastic book! I had already read it before I .... A totally fantastic book!
I had already read it before I ordered my several copies. I wanted them to give to family and
friends, as this is an excellent read, and should be read by believers everywhere!Barb”

The book by Randy Alcorn has a rating of  5 out of 4.8. 280 people have provided feedback.
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